Prelymphomatous and lymphomatous changes in splenomegaly of new zealand black mice.
The incidence of splenomegaly was 39.6% in the nontreated group and 41.0% in the treated group, not significantly different between both groups. Thymic lymphoma group shared 27.6%, while the nonthymic lymphoma group 67.9%, significantly different between both. Histological findings of splenomegaly of the nonlymphoma groups were divided into the following 5 types. 1) follicular form, 2) periarterial lymphatic sheath form, 3) red pulp hematopoietic form, 4) marginal zone form, and 5) red pulp reticulosis form. Histology of the spleen in the lymphoma group resembled each form of cases of splenomegaly in the nonlymphoma group. Lymphoma based upon immune abnormality and specific to this kind of mouse in nonthymic lymphoma continuously takes place from prelymphomatous changes in the nonlymphoma group. Splenic origin and role of mariginal zone of nonthymic lymphoma in murine lymphoma is discussed.